COUNCIL OF DEANS OF ARTS, SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES

STANDING ORDERS

1. Membership and Observer Status

Membership and observer status may be at the invitation of DASSH UK or by application to it through the Executive Committee

2. Terms of office

Officers shall normally be elected for four years in the first instance, and may be re-elected for two further years.  Ordinary Members of the Executive Committee shall be elected for four years and may be elected for a further two-year term.  No member may normally serve on the Executive Committee for more than a total of eight consecutive years.

Any member of the Executive Committee who fails to attend three consecutive meetings of the Executive Committee shall be deemed to have resigned.
In order to endure continuity elections for executive committee and ordinary members shall be so arranged that normally no more than one third of the executive shall stand for election in any one year. 

3. Procedure for elections

i) The Executive Committee shall appoint a returning officer who shall normally be the Hon. Secretary.  Nominations for election to posts of Officer or Ordinary Member shall be accompanied by the names of the proposer and seconder by confirmation of the prior agreement of the nominee, who shall at the time of nomination be a General Council delegate.
ii) Nominations for Officer posts on the Executive Committee shall be requested in a circular to General Council delegates normally one month before the AGM.  The election shall be conducted by a ballot of all delegates, and the result established by the returning officer shall be announced at the end of the AGM.  Incoming Officers shall assume their responsibilities at the conclusion of that meeting. Election will be by simple majority.

iii) In the event of a tied vote for any officer of the executive committee the ballot will be re-run.
iv) Nominations for posts of Ordinary Executive Members shall be requested by circular to General Council delegates normally one month before the AGM.  A ballot shall be held at the AGM to elect Members who shall assume their responsibilities at the end of that meeting.

v) In the event of a tied vote for Executive Committee normally all those persons with the same number of votes will be deemed elected

vi) The Constitution and Standing Orders shall be subject to review at the AGM as deemed necessary by the Executive or membership.

4. Membership and subscription
i) Each member institution and organisation shall normally have one delegate and one vote in the General Council.  Where responsibilities for Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities are shared between individuals in a single institution, that institution may send two delegates to Council Meetings.  Voting rights will remain limited to one per institution.

ii) The annual subscription shall fall on 1 October and the level of subscription shall be determined at the preceding AGM.

5. Frequency of meetings
i) The General Council shall meet in plenary session at least once each year, normally in May.

ii) The Executive Committee shall meet as often as required, and at least once between meetings of the General Council.

iii) Quoracy will be 20% of the subscribed membership in any given year

6. Finance
I. DASSH is constituted as a non-profit making organisation. Any surpluses generated in one financial year shall be carried forward to fund the activities of DASSH.

II. The Executive Committee shall have responsibility for the control and oversight of the finances of DASSH in accordance with all due financial procedures

III. The treasurer will present full auditable accounts for the financial year completed to the AGM for approval.

IV. The Executive Committee shall have delegated authority from DASSH to appoint staff in accordance with paragraph 5.3 of the constitution

V. Reasonable expenses incurred in attending meetings of the Executive only or other meetings on behalf of DASSH UK shall be reimbursed if claimed from the Hon. Treasurer, who shall have discretion to agree the amount to be paid.

7. Co-option
The Executive may co-opt additional members.  Such members shall be non-voting and shall serve for a period ending at the subsequent AGM.  

8. Attendance by invitation

The Chair may from time to time invite one or more non-members to participate in a particular meeting of the Executive or the General Council.  Persons so invited shall not be entitled to vote.  Where additional expenses are likely to be incurred, the Chair shall consult in advance with the Hon. Treasurer.
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